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From the Principal’'s Pen

Nurturing a Culture of Excellence

Toded Hicks

Through the labor of many, God has
blessed Petra with a culture that
encourages students to find satisfaction
in work well done: whether the quality
of an elementary recitation, the striking
beauty of an art project, the delivery of
a well researched and delivered senior
thesis, the power of a well crafted
paper, or in the accuracy of a daily
math assignment.

It is always a delight to walk the
hallways of Petra, enter its classrooms,
and find students giving diligent
attention to their teacher and
endeavoring to produce beauty in the
work of their hands and minds. The
perpetual challenge for us is to foster
and even enrich this legacy of diligence
to help each of our students realize
their God-given potentials.

In keeping with this challenge, Mr.
Koenen is presently leading a faculty

discussion on Ron Berger's book, An
Ethic of Excellence: Building a Culture of
Craftsmanship with Students. The book is
an inspiring account of Mr. Berger's
own passion for teaching and some of
the amazing success he has experienced
in a rural Massachusetts school.

Mr. Koenen is highlighting the “ethic
of craftsmanship” in classroom
applications of Mr. Berger's
suggestions: classroom projects that
both stimulate academic enthusiasm
and integrate disciplines, using
effective models to inspire and direct
student work, and the use of critique
and multiple drafts to bring student
work to the point of fulfillment in
beauty.

But for the purposes of
communicating to the larger Petra
community, I am especially drawn to
communal applications of “building a

culture of craftsmanship.” In other

words, how can we as a community
help foster “a culture of excellence” at
Petra? “Let me count the ways.”

Mr. Berger recounts visiting a school
in the Gaza Strip. After driving through
the devastating squalor that is Gaza, he
was impressed to enter a compound
where cleanliness, and even the beauty
of a manicured garden, set apart the
modest school compound as a place for
great endeavor. My mind goes to Petra
and the parents who come in each day
after school to help set apart Petra as a
place for worthy endeavors by
providing us with a clean and well
ordered work space each day.
Similarly, our school board has recently
shared a vision for building a school
facility that will not only provide
adequate space for academics, the arts,
and sports, but will reflect and inspire
beauty. So first of all, as a community
we can foster
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