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From the Principal’s Pen
Friday Night Lights and Us

Tl HHicks

Last month, I shared some ideas I
found exciting from Ron Berger's An
Ethic of Excellence. 1 was so
impressed by his illustration from
H.G. Bissinger's best-seller, Friday
Night Lights (later a movie and TV
series), that I just finished reading the
book myself. Berger's use of the
book is compelling: Friday Night
Lights depicts a community with a
vision for excellence and uncanny
success in transforming that vision
into reality.

You are probably familiar with the
theme of Friday Night Lights. A high
school football team, the Permian
Panthers, in the city of Odessa,
Texas, has had unbelievable success
in the last several decades of 5A
Texas football: in the years leading
up to the author's documentary in
1988, they had won four state

championships between 1964 and
1988 (more have been added since),
eight trips to the state finals, fifteen
times in the playoffs, overall winning
percentage of .825 with a poorest
single-season record of seven wins
and two losses. (The record would be
impressive in small-town Montana
single A ball, but this is arguably the
most competitive high school football
in the country.) What makes their
success truly incredible is their lack of
obvious talent; few go on to play at
the Division 1 collegiate level, let
alone in the NFL. Their players
generally lack the size and speed to be
serious contenders at those levels or
even likely contenders for Class
AAAAA Texas championships.

The book's author spent the 1988
season living in Odessa and
documenting the dynamics of their

amazing success. What he found was
a community that had seemingly
made a perfect marriage with its
love-affair with football. No expense
was too great: $5.6 million to build a
high school stadium in 1982, funds
expended by the school district to
charter 737 jets for away games of
distance in the lone-star state, and a
well-paid coaching staff resembling a
college or professional program in its
specialization and professionalism.
Football serves as a community
rallying point galvanizing the entire
community to this corporate
expression of their hard work and
loyalty. Life's greatest lessons are
played out season after season on the
football field, and defeat is simply not
an option. Any sports enthusiast or
lover of those against-all-odds
dramas,
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