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A Laugh or Two: Secondary Presents Drama
Adam Fupprie (Class of 2011)

If you were to visit the Petra
secondary lunchroom on a typical
school day, you might here
conversations like the following;

“I remember you as the most
detestable, vicious, venomous form
of animal life I ever knew!”

“Now don’t you two boys start
quarreling again the minute you've
seen each other.”

“There won’t be any fight.
Jonathan, you're not wanted
here—get out!”

But never fear: these are not signs of
a loss of peace and harmony at
Petra. They are students rehearsing
lines for our fourth annual drama
production. This year's show,
Aprsenic and Old Lace, by Joseph
Kesselring, is again directed by an
enthusiastic Miss Mosher.

Excitement is building, and so are
parents and students as we put the
tinishing touches on stairs, walls,
and windows. All our preparation
will culminate at the end of the

month with three performances:
January 28 and 29 at 7:00 pm, and a
Saturday matinee, January 30, at 11
am. All performances will be at
Grace Bible Church. Please be sure
to get your tickets at the front desk
and invite your friends. You can
also call the school, 582-8165, to
reserve tickets that can be held for
you “at the door.” Like last year, all
tickets are $10. It will be an
enjoyable time with a lot of laughter
(and a little madness)!

The plot centers around two
sweet, elderly ladies, Abby and
Martha Brewster (played by Katrina
Murphy and Kayla Ervin), who live
quiet lives, donating to charity and
bringing soup to ill neighbors. Their
nephew, Mortimer Brewster (Adam
Gianforte), who has recently
become engaged to Elaine Harper
(Leah Woienski), is understandably
shocked to learn that his aunts are
actually poisoning old men as one
of their charities! Apparently, the

men are much more peaceful that
way. As if that weren't enough,
Mortimer's deranged brother
Jonathan (Holden Sukut) shows up
with his sidekick, Dr. Einstein
(Rachel Gianforte). In the midst of
the mayhem strides another
Brewster brother, Teddy (Jeremiah
Oard), who thinks he is President
Roosevelt! The chaos leads the plot
through twists and turns as the story
unfolds.

But why should you spend good
time and money to come see this
play? Sure, it's good for a few
laughs, but is that really worth your
while? According to Elaine Harper, it
is possible for a play to “have a
humanizing effect on you.” Is that
true, and how so? In early Greek
plays, playwrights often used
characters to provide the audience
with wisdom on how they
should—or should not—act. By
portraying a fictional tale well, actors
can affect reality, that is, the lives of
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January 28 & 29 at 7:00 pm
January 30 at 11:00 am
Grace Bible Church
$10
Call 582-8165 for information
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