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Varsity Sports Debut at Petra
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league in Montana) and, besides
Ultimate, hope to field boys' soccer
and girls' volleyball in the fall, and
boys' and girls' basketball in the
winter. (Girls' soccer and boys' and
girls' cross-country are also
envisioned.) But Ultimate serves
well to accommodate our present
small numbers in the secondary:
only seven players to a side with the
option of playing co-ed. Besides,
Ultimate is self-officiated and
requires minimal equipment and
expense.

Most of you, especially those
younger than myself —which is
“most of you” —, are aware of the
soaring popularity of this sport: just
go to any park or the MSU campus
during summer weather (the last
two weeks of July!). There are
presently nearly a million league
players of Ultimate in the U.S.
alone, and the sport is being played
in forty-two countries and is a
“medal sport” at the World Games.

It is also a great sport for
conditioning and serves well as
cross-training with other sports, like
soccer and basketball, whose
strategies focus on moving a ball,
disc, puck, etc., against a team
moving in the opposite direction.
Ultimate has unique features that
make it an ideal premier sport at
Petra. Even at the top national and
international levels, there are no
referees in Ultimate. Players are
taught the principle of “the spirit of
the game” whereby players are
expected to self-officiate and resolve
conflicts when disputes arise. Even
coaches are not to enter into these
discussions but allow the players
themselves to negotiate conflict
resolution in the spirit of good
sportsmanship. We are eager to see
this inculcate healthy attitudes in
our athletes as they engage in all
competitive sports. Sports are an
invaluable training ground for
character and Ultimate demands a
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Event Calendar & Announcements

ACCS Accreditation Team to Visit Petra April 14-15
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